
What We Believe Shapes What We Do 
 
What we do is what we really believe, all the rest is just talk. 
 

Example from the MinistrySafe Conference on Protecting Children 
 
If You Believe: 
1. The greatest threat is outsiders, ………. you will build a fence and use name tags, stranger danger 

 4% are outsiders, 94% are insiders 
 
2. Girls are the ones who are abused, ………. you won’t watch out for the safety of boys 

 1 in 4 girls, 1 in 6 boys (and these are underreported) 
 
3. Abuse is mostly about violence,……………. you won’t be looking for grooming behavior 

 Games, gifts, counseling, campouts, swimming, separating a child from the group 
 
4. You can tell an abuser by a visual profile,……… you won’t look for people who look like you, friends, 
family, and staff. 

 What abusers have in common is a behavioral profile. They use gifts and friendship to try to 
separate individuals away from the group, their friends, and their parents. 

 
5. That a child will tell us if they are abused,………. you will have a false sense of safety 

 66% don’t tell until adulthood, if ever 
 
6. That abusers are criminals with records,’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ you will depend on background checks 

 90% of abusers who got caught had no previous criminal record 
 
7. It’s better to deal with it internally, it won’t happen again ………. We keep it a secret 

 The average abuser will molest 50 to 200 children before they get caught, begin at age 14 

 When the press reports one incident, that is usually the tip of the iceberg that comes out later 
 
 

Applying This To Sunday School/Bible Study 
 
If You Believe: 
1. Rows are fine, it doesn’t matter whether we see one another in our Bible study      then ……… 
2. People don’t like talking to one another      then ……… 
3. That people learn best by listening       then ……… 
4. People come to listen and don’t want to grow      then ……… 
5. People don’t want to be prayed for       then ……… 
6. We only need one teacher in each class      then ……… 
7. Coaching and mentoring doesn’t work, isn’t needed or no one would do it  then ……… 
8. One type of small group is enough in our church     then ……… 
9. People will come after one invitation, or they aren’t interested and won’t come at all then ……… 
10. People generally have all the friends they need or want    then ……… 
11. People enjoy being isolated in worship, that’s why they scatter all over the sanctuary then ……… 
12. Service projects are just about helping people with big obvious needs  then ……… 


