
STARTING SMALL GROUPS IN HOMES 

Acts 20:20  “how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable,  

and teaching you publicly and from house to house” 

 

Phil. 2:22  “But you know of his proven worth that he served with me  

in the furtherance of the gospel like a child serving his father.” 

 

Titus 2:4-5  Older women should “encourage the young women to love their husbands,  

to love their children, to be sensible, pure, workers in the home, kind, being subject  

to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be dishonored.” 

 

II Corinthians 2:14 “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in His triumph in Christ, and  

manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.” 

 

GOAL:  Spiritual Transformation –“ Discipleship is much more than information and much deeper than behavioral modification”. 

Transformation Discipleship by Geiger, Kelley & Nation  

 

Small Groups are Personal Relationships –  

How can God use Me to encourage and support someone else as they follow Christ.   

Be an example of a heart humbled before God. 

 

What do you like about small groups?  What are some of the challenges? 

 

 

Examples of small groups I’ve been involved in:  What happened in each group? 

1. In one T-group (3 women), we met for 1 ½ years, developed lifelong friendships, prayed for one another in raising a 

newborn, cystic fibroses complications and other family concerns.  We took turns teaching the lessons, learning as 

we practiced writing questions, and seeing the Lord answer our prayers and walking with us daily. 

2. I meet with 2 women at our apartments.   

3. We had a Mom’s in Touch group that met and prayed together each week and one of the women couldn’t come 

very often and never prayed aloud.  Since we had another mom to lead the first group, I began meeting with this 

other woman at a time she was more available.   In the smaller group setting she would pray aloud and share her 

concerns. 

4. When my older brother and I were in college we had anywhere from 3-5 single guys and girls follow us home every 

Sunday for lunch and stay all afternoon.  My Dad was teaching them how to repair their cars.  At the dinner table 

there was talk of college classes, work, and family.  Mom and Dad would make simple comments about living your 

life for Christ, sharing the gospel and praying for those you have relationships.  If you ask my parents if they ever 

mentored or disciple anyone, they would answer, “No”.  But if you ask these students if their lives were changed and 

influenced by being included in our family, they would say, “Yes”! 

5. When my husband and I taught Singles, he would visit different men at their businesses. Their visits would stretch 

out as their friendship developed.  He would listen as they shared their struggles, showing an interest in their work, 

and encouraging them in their walk with Christ. 

 

 

What are some reasons why someone wants or needs to be in a small group?  

 



What is the Purpose of a small group? 

 

 

What Curriculum could you use? 

1.  Book of the Bible     

2. Discuss the sermon 

3. Read a book      

4. Answer questions in a workbook 

5. Use a list of vetted studies or books (Example: Discipleship Essentials by Greg Odgen) 

 

 

Where do you meet? 

1.  At the church – We had a group of 3 women that decided to meet on Wednesday night because we were 

already at church for supper, our children had activities, so we met in a small office. 

2. In a home- Generally the same house is less confusing, but sometimes it’s helpful to change the home each 

week to divide up the “work”. 

3. Depends on how many people have to be contacted and your method of contact (This should not be the 

responsibility of the person leading the group). 

4. Coffee Shop- 

 

 

What about child care? 

1.   Child care can be provided by the church (choose a night childcare is already provided) and you can meet at 

church or in a home. 

2. It can be provided in the home you meet in. 

3. Each family can provide their own sitter. 

4. All the children can be kept at another home with a sitter. 

 

Christians and seekers?  Church members only, or are others invited to come? 

 

 

What kinds of groups are ideal to meet in homes? 

 Middle school,  high school,   college,   single adults,  

young couples,  seniors,   divorce recovery,  neighbors,  

new members,  new Christians,   a support group,  men’s group, 

ladies group,  prayer group,   multi-generational 

 

Is a small group accountable to the church, or are the home groups on their own? 

1.  Accountable to report names of those signed up, how many attended each week to church office 

2. Accountable to keep church staff updated on prayer needs, physical needs, spiritual needs 

3. Accountable to use the agreed curriculum for your group 

4. Accountable to communicate with your group members weekly by email or phone call. 

5. Accountable to not let someone take over the leadership and teach in a controversial way. 

6. Accountable to use the “get smaller” strategy of worship, fellowship, small groups 

7. Accountable to identify your small group with your home church, (even though friends from other churches 

might be welcome to attend). 


