
How to Design a Bible Study Handout 

Title 
Announcement reminders 
 
John 1:1-15  —————————— 
————————————————
————————————————
———————————————— 
Discussion Questions 
1  —————————————— 
2  —————————————— 
3  —————————————— 
 
4  —————————————— 
5  —————————————— 
6  —————————————— 

Title  What It Means to Receive Christ 
 
Announcements Cookout this Friday at John’s house, 123 Main St, 6:30 pm 
 
Verses  You can copy and paste the verses from Biblegateway.com 
 
Your questions Write several questions that might be helpful for this study. 
 
Literature Look in the literature you are using and copy down the questions 
Questions they have already given you. (You don’t have to use them all. Just  
  use the ones that are helpful.) 

Things to Include in Your Bible Study Hour 

Fellowship At least 2 to 3 minutes for people to stand up and talk with one another. Visitors usually feel more  
  welcomed if someone has a conversation instead of just shaking their hand. Members can catch up “How did  
  your son do at the ball game last week? Did you go hunting last weekend? What is the latest on your prayer  
  request from last week?” Sometimes an icebreaker is fun to do—”Tell about your favorite hobby.” 
 
Announcement A one-minute announcement about the next thing coming up—a fellowship or a service project. 
  Now is not the time to do recruiting or go into extensive details. Your best recruiting is done in person or on the  
  phone to get helpers; you can use text or email or pass around a sign-up sheet for Who is Coming? 
 
Tell Your Story Consider having volunteers sign up for each month to tell the story of how they came to know Christ to your  
  whole class. You can set a time limit of something like three minutes if desired. 
  1. It helps people practice and become more confident about sharing their testimony. 
  2. It encourages Christians to share their own story. 
  3. It is a great witness to those in the class who are still not sure what they believe. 
  4. It is another way to increase deeper friendships, helping people get to know one another. 
 
Introduction Someone can give an introduction to the scripture passage you will be studying today. 
  Who wrote it? Who were they writing to? What is the purpose, what need or problem were they addressing? 
  How do we see this problem affecting people today in our culture?  
  How does it apply to our lives today—why is it important we know this or do this? 
 
In Your Words Some classes begin their study with a volunteer telling the story or the main verses in their own words. 

• “The story of the Prodigal Son is about a Father…” 

• “The passage we are studying today is about spiritual gifts. It talks about seven gifts which are ….” 
 
Small Groups Consider breaking your class into smaller groups of 4 to 6 people. Choose discussion group leaders ahead of time. 

• You asked the class to read the verses before they came and pick out their two favorite verses. Begin your 
small group time by letting people share which verses stood out to them and what questions they  

        wondered about when the read the passage. 

• Begin to talk about each of the discussion questions. Let people in your group take turns being the person to 
read each question out loud and give their answer. Then the group leader can ask for additional answers 
from the group before going on to the next question. “How do we apply that?” is a good follow-up question. 

 
Prayer  When there are at least ten minutes left, stop discussion and let people share prayer requests. 

• The group leader can then close by praying for every person in your group (4 to 6 people) 

• If you are confident of someone’s willingness, each week let others in your group be the ones to pray aloud. 


